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Church without walls meeting

19th May 2026

Five people attended this meeting which begun by saying prayers.

We decided to think about what had developed from the meetings held so far.

Justice and Peace group

After various discussions between them, Sue, Annette, Adrian and Chris have set up a justice and peace group with the agreement of Father George. The formation of this group is an example of synodality being open to what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do. We are in the process of forming a Peace area in the church which will hopefully be inaugurated at a Peace Mass held on the 14th June during the usual 10am Sunday Mass.  This area will be by the Hermitage in the space where the music group now sit.  Simple items will be placed there so it becomes an area of reflection and prayer for the whole parish. Items could be changed at various times but we are hoping that an icon of St Maximilian Kolbe will be permanently on display.

Augustinian Spirituality

We have 25 copies of the book Augustinian Spirituality by Joe Kelly.  This talks of Communion, Participation and Mission which we recognise as synodality.  We should listen and respond to the needs of others with love. Hopefully this could form the basis of a future reading group.

Sue Ryder Home

It was thought that maybe we should reach out to the home possibly hold a Mass there as there are a few Catholics in the home and also quite a few live in Cavendish.






First Communions

Chris mentioned that it was good to chat to a couple of Mums of First Communion children who had shown an interest in the music we’d be having.  Again it was an example of talking, listening and doing.  

Parish Youth

A lot of thinking/discussion had taken place as regards the youth of our parish.  Father George wanted to have a discussion with them to see what they would like to happen.  We have considered the idea of a youth time after Mass perhaps on a Sunday evening but they would need somewhere to meet.  This is still at an early stage.  Frances had put forward the idea previously of a wllow area for the younger children of the parish as their special place, again another idea to be considered.

Food bank

We have a collection box in the church for the REACH food bank in Haverhill but Teresa mentioned that the library in Bury St Edmunds has a collection box for sanitary products for women who can’t afford them. Could we also collect these items and also toiletries and household items? Would it be possible to ask someone from REACH for advice about this and would we be able to help in any way?  

Modern slavery

Pat brought to our attention that gangs of men walk around Thetford in a menacing way towards young girls.  People have witnessed Police raids in local towns on various shops/takeaways.  We should be more aware and look out for signs of activities causing distress.  This all ties in with people smuggling and modern slavery, it happens in rural areas and not just in cities.








Format for listening

We should listen to each other under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We need to be more aware of the wider world and how as the Body of Christ we fit into that wider world.  The formula often used is:-

Discussion
Prayer
Silence
Reflection
Discussion
Prayer
Silence

We followed the above format keeping a period of silence for 5 minutes while we considered what the Holy Spirit was saying. On reflection we talked of how we should talk more as a parish of being a Christian in the world, it’s not just going to Mass and following the rituals.  Should we bring the problems of the wider world and local community to the attention of the parish? Should we put items in the bulletin about what various people have done with connections to the local community, items to make people think about situations more and perhaps encourage them to help?  We pray for the sick each week in the bidding prayers perhaps we should have more prayers dealing about local issues and the wider world.  

We hope to prepare a questionnaire to give to each member of the parish asking them their opinions of the church and what they want and how we can go forward.  It’s good to hear other’s points of view and hopefully more people will want to become involved in the life of the parish.

A date for the next meeting to be decided.



 


